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The Three Words to Mean Land Prices in the Nara Period

Mieko Fukuda

{ili, 15 and fflij& are words that generally mean prices in ancient Japanese documents, thus, the difference between them
to denote land price has been ignored. This paper addresses the issue of these usages in the land-deal-bills in the Nara period.
As a result of the analysis, the following were clarified; the three words had different meaning, and were terms related each
other to form management funds for target local field. Furthermore, H.’s operation had changed after enforcement of & #%4.

fii meant a large investment for local field that was made by central powers such as temples and royal family houses. &
meant local expenses and revenues.  [H.’s annual products were the return on theffli’s multi-year investment. However, the
investment often resulted in losses, hence an investment mechanism that applied {12%(one-year financing) appeared; that was
fIiTE. ThereafterE’s payment method had changed from currency to rice plants, along with that, the fusion of [H into 1FF{
(public financing) progressed.

The transition of ffli, & and fllijif.can be understood as the institution of “flj & system”.
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