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A Critical Examination of Studies Focusing on Asymmetries
in Japanese Conversations in Contact Situations

Mayumi Fujihira

Since the turn of the millennium, studies on asymmetries in Japanese conversations within contact situations have
become more prominent in academic literature. However, there is still little consensus on the definition of the term
"asymmetry," or on the concept itself. Furthermore, the specific dimensions of conversation that these studies focus on remain
poorly defined, underscoring the need for systematic organization of the data. Although numerous surveys have been
conducted, their divergent objectives have hindered the comprehensive utilization of their findings. This paper critically
examines methodologies for analyzing conversational structures, while also exploring the broader relationships constructed

through such interactions.
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