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Rice field deals in the 9th century: focusing on the deal wordings
Mieko Fukuda

This paper understands rice field deals in the 45 ifil] from the perspective of outsourcing rather than that of ownership in
previous studies. The historical materials to be analyzed are the bills of developed rice field deals in Ohkuni area in the 9th
century. The deal wordings of the bills in Ohkuni area can be divided into three categories:¥JJ- > % 1., ¥I¥ 1., Rk 4. From
796 to 820, ¥)7 > # 1 with signature title as J7 3 (head of kinship organization) was the majority. However, 840 -861, 4]
-1 with signature title as & [ 3 (registered holder of rice field) was the majority. 863 -868, YJ 4 1+ and Y] 3 # I were
mixed. Besides, a few BR7kfEwere found in each period. Thus, the use of deal wordings had changed. That was brought about
by the policy shift towards restriction of large-scale landholding and reversion of uncultivated field to the public. When
examining the issues described in policy documents, it can be considered that the deal wordings indicated the differences

between outsourcing of name retention, supervision, or cultivation.
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