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What kind of chronological views did Nostradamus adopt in his works?

Daisuke Suzuki

Nostradamus’ Prophecies and his Almanacs listed a variety of chronological dates since the Creation, and it is believed that he
never formulated a consistent view of the chronology. However, taking into account the time and media in which each chronology
was published, it is possible to distinguish between a chronology that places the Creation around 5200 B.C. in the first edition of the
Prophecies, and a chronology that places it around 4173-3967 B.C. in the Almanac for 1557 and later. It has been pointed out that the
second Epistle of the Prophecies contains contradictory chronologies, placing the Creation around 4757 B.C. and 4173 B.C. It is the
latter chronology that agrees with the various statements in the Epistle, and we suspect that the former was inserted by someone
from an abandoned draft of Nostradamus or other source(s). This paper examines the hypothesis that the change from ca. 5200 B.C.
to 4173 B.C. may be the result of his attempt to diminish his colors derived from his Jewish ancestors for his social advancement.
Although the validity of such a hypothesis is still open to debate, such an examination highlights the need to consider the existing
Prophecies not as if they had been established from the beginning with a coherent conception, but rather as if they had been

established in tension with the historical situation.
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Par les phisiques le grand Roy delaissé,

Par sort non art. de I'Ebrieu est en vie:

Luy & son genre au regne hault poulsé,

Grace donnee a gent qui Christ enuie.
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La synagogue sterile sans nul fruit

Sera receu entre les infideles
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Misere & triste luy trenchera les aisles.
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