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Johann Mattheson’s Key Characteristics and its Residual Ideas
from Renaissance Magic

Yoh Murakami

Johann Mattheson’s key characteristics that appeared in his first published writing, Das neu-eriffnete Orchestre (1713), are herein
revisited to discuss where from his ideas originally came. Mattheson was an ever-ardent writer as well as composer, singer, organist, editor
besides diplomat in the early 18th century and left more than twenty books on music, and key characteristics are specific characteristics, or
ethos, arguably associated with cach key in tonal music, and key characteristics are specific characteristics, or ethos, arguably associated with
cach key in tonal music. The possible causes that bring about key characteristics may include actual acoustic differences in keys due to, for
instance, unequal temperament. Still, such mental factors as allegorical meanings in the cultural and historical context should also affect how
the hearer recognises key characters. Strangely enough, Mattheson never further developed his discussion about key characterictics later in
his writings. The author raises the possibility in this paper that Mattheson’s key characteristics may have had been influenced by an

astrological analogy to seven musical notes, although Mattheson himself were strongly against Neoplatonic comprehension of musical theory.
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