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Effects of Changes to Pharmacy Education
— Comparison of Japan’s 6-Year Course and the Former 4-Year Course —

Aya Kobayashi

Medical technology has become more sophisticated due to changes in the structure of diseases in Japan, and combined with the current
super-aging society and other factors, the social demand for pharmacists has been increasing. In 2006, pharmacy education was separated
into a 6-year course and a 4-year course. The purpose of this study was to empirically verify from multiple perspectives the effectiveness of the
six-year program compared to the former four-year program as professionals. Research methods included thesis reviews, quantitative survey,
and qualitative survey. The results revealed that the quality of education was ensured by a model core curriculum for pharmacy education,
clarification of objectives, performance evaluation, and advancement of education for practitioners through long-term clinical training, and
that experiential learning learned at clinical sites was a key factor in the acquisition of practical skills as a pharmacist. The discussion indicates
that pharmacy education is characterized by education as profession in human service, medical team, skills, ability, and altruism through
clinical training. Therefore, the six-year pharmacy education has enabled clarification of goal, educational content, and training of

pharmacists in medical team.
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